...hands across the sea...
AMIA:
Associazione Multiculturale
Italo-Australiana

In memoriam of Prof. Bernard J. Hickey
On the 7th of September 2007, the Associa zione Multiculturale Italo-Australiana (AMIA)
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— ltalian-Australian Multicultural Association, was registered at the Department of Social
Sciences and Communication, at the University of Sa  lento, Lecce - Italy. AMIA’s conception
is due to an idea by Prof. Bernard J. Hickey and se  veral young university graduates, and has
now been founded under the chair of Prof. Giuseppe Schiavone. The association has been
established with the aim of achieving a multitude o  f projects and values, many of which
formed part of Prof. Hickey’s original inspiration for the association.

AMIA organizes and promotes cultural demo  nstrations, lectures, reunions, shows,
trips, conferences, teacher exchanges, research, co  ntact with field specialists, diffusion of
information and news, market research, studies and documentation.

AMIA, as part of the ARIA organizations (  Associations for Research between Italy and
Australasia), will help establish relationships wit h the Italian communities in Australia. One
of the main goals of AMIA is to embrace and communi  cate knowledge of the Apulian
traditions and the Australian traditions. AMIA seek s to disseminate information through the
media, the arts and literature concerning Apulia, I  taly and Australia, for the education of its

members and the general public.

Founding members:

Giuseppe Schiavone (Director of the Department of Social Science and Communication — University of Salento — Italy)
Davide Borrelli (Lecturer in Sociology of the formative trials - University of Salento — Italy)

Palmira Cassiano (Graduate Foreign Languages — University of Salento - Italy)

Angelo Centonze (Graduate in Arts and critical of Arts — University of Salento — Italy)

Bernard J. Hickey (The late Professor of Australian Literature and English at the University of Venice and Salento, who
passed away on the 30 " of July 2007)

Nicola Sasanelli (Scientific Attaché of the Italian Embassy, Canberra - Australia)
Sarah Siciliano (Lecturer in Communication and Marketing - University of Salento — Italy)

Cristian Talesco (Graduate in Intercultural Linguistic Communication and Modern Languages — University of Salento; Post-
graduate student — Menzies Centre for Australian Studies - King’'s College London, UK)

Brigette Valentine (Graduate in Accounting and International Business — Monash University; Double Degree student in Law
and Performing Arts- Monash University, Melbourne - Australia)
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